A comparison of the amount of dust produced by disposable and cloth diapers in incubators.
Disposable diapers are now being used in incubators, raising questions concerning the amount of dust they produce during diaper change, and the subsequent effects on premature infants. This study compares the amount of dust produced during change of disposable diapers and during change of cloth diapers. The disposable diapers tested were Pampers (premature baby size, sterilized), manufactured by the Procter & Gamble Company. Cloth diapers tested included diaper covers. Results of the study indicated that disposable diapers produce far less dust than cloth diapers. Thus, disposable diapers can be satisfactorily used in incubators for premature infants. The difference in results between the two types of diapers might stem from their different structures: cloth diapers have a monolayer structure, whereas disposable diapers have a double cover over the refined pulp they contain, which might otherwise tend to generate dust.